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more Canadian than skating on an outdoor rink during the coldest days of winter.
three local outdoor rinks available for skating in the Town of New Tecumseth. Zion, Summer and their dad John

enjoy an afternoon on the rink at the Beeton Fairgrounds on Sunday, Feb. 2. There is also an outdoor rink at
the Donor Diamond at Riverdale Park in Alliston and the outdoor ice pad at the Tottenham Community Centre.
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Estate & Retirement Planning

¢ Auto, Home & Business Insurance
o Life, Disability & Critical lliness Insurance
e Travel Insurance

Call us for answers, it's that simple.
Brenda Horan
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Financial Advisor & Estate Planner
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Hearinglife

Keep the
sounds you loves,

Your hearing needs are unique .
Choose the hearing care that isn’t
one-size-fits all.

Get started with a

30-Day FREE Trial

Experience the benefits of state-of-the-art solutions
tailored to fit your needs, preferences, and lifestyle.

Studies show: Hearing aid wearers are 3x more
likely to be happier than those without.™

Features of the Latest Hearing Aids:

- Long lasting rechargeable battery.
- Improved sound clarity.
« Seamlessly connect to
phone, TV & other devices.
« Discreet and comfortable wear.

Learn more from a hearing professional near you.

Get started with a FREE hearing test.’

Proudly providing hearing healthcare to the
Alliston community for over 10 years!

Alliston
180 Parsons Road, Unit 24

1-888-479-7081

OF#H0] Mention code: [ NSP-TBYB-TCH

Book online HearingLife.ca/Try

*A comprehensive hearing assessment is provided to adults ages 19 and older at no cost. The
results of this assessment will be communicated verbally to you. Depending on the province
you’re located in, an administrative fee may apply if a copy of an Audiological Report is
requested. Some conditions apply, see clinic for details. Offer not valid in Quebec. Conditions
Apply. Ask our hearing care professionals for more details. [1]Source: World report on hearing.
Geneva: World Health Organization; 2021. License: CC

Keep being you Love your ears

Dedicated leader leaves lasting
impact on Abilities in Motion

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

After more than a decade of dedicated
service, Andy Owens is bidding farewell
to their current role at Abilities in Motion
(AIM).

Andy was the site coordinator and leaves
behind a legacy of commitment, passion,
and community engagement.

Abilities in Motion promotes inclusive
paddling and provides people with physi-
cal disabilities and mental challenges the
opportunity to get out on the water and
enjoy paddling.

Since joining AIM in 2009, Andy has
played an instrumental role in expanding
the organization’s reach at the Earl Rowe
Provincial Park location.

His leadership and tireless efforts helped
AIM grow its presence within the local
community, ensuring that families in need
have the opportunity to enjoy paddling in a
safe and fun environment.

Andy’s work extended beyond the walls
of AIM facilities — he actively connected
with organizations throughout the region to
spread awareness about the AIM mission.

Andy was a cornerstone of AIM’s volun-
teer program. He not only recruited indi-
viduals passionate about helping others,
but also took the time to train and mentor
them, thus ensuring that AIM’s values of
kindness and service were upheld at every
level.

His dedication did not go unnoticed as
colleagues, volunteers, and community
members alike have expressed their deep
appreciation for his contributions.

As Andy moves on to new endeavours,
the AIM community extends its heartfelt
gratitude for his years of service.

o 1 -?-' ) \ a7
DEDICATION - Long-time volunteer Andy
Owens is leaving his position as Site Coordi-
nator at Abilities in Motion. The organia tion
promotes inclusive paddling for people with
physical disabilities and mental challenges at
its Earle Rowe Provincial Park location. Andy
volunteered with the organia tion since 2009.
CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Even though he is leaving his current
position, Andy will still be available from
time to time to continue to provide on-the-
water instruction.

Abilities in Motion is seeking a volunteer
to assist in the day-to-day operation at the
Earle Rowe Provincial Park location. This
should be someone who lives in the area, is
available from May to September and has
the time and commitment to provide lead-
ership at the Alliston location.

If you or someone you know is inter-
ested in this rewarding opportunity, you
can reach out to AIM by email at info@
abilitiesinmotion.ca, or visit the website at
www.abilitiesinmotion.ca to learn more.

County receiving funding for emergency shelters

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Province of Ontario has begun to
provide funding of up to $75.5 million to
municipalities in the province to help them
wind down encampments in public spaces
by creating more emergency shelter spaces
and affordable housing units.

The County of Simcoe will be receiving
up to $3,039,900.

The plan is to create accommodations that
will provide vulnerable people with appro-
priate short and long-term housing alter-
natives to encampments and help restore
safety and order to Ontario’s parks and other
public spaces.

“Homelessness is a serious, complex and
growing issue in our Province and Simcoe
County that requires coordinated action
from every level of government,” said Brian
Saunderson, MPP for Simcoe-Grey. “This
increased investment is part of our Govern-
ment’s ongoing commitment to working
collaboratively with the County of Simcoe
to expand and enhance the important work
the County is doing through programs like
the Simcoe County Alliance to End Home-
lessness (SCATEH) and the Canada Ontario
Housing Benefit (COBH), to provide safe
and secure housing for all our residents.”

The funding that is being flowed to
municipalities includes:

* $50 million for ready-to-build afford-
able housing projects, allocated based on
how close a project is to completion and
its value for money, to help projects near

completion that require additional targeted
funding open their doors faster.

e $20 million to expand shelter capacity
and create additional temporary accommo-
dation spaces.

e $5.5 million to top up the Canada-
Ontario Housing Benefit (COHB) to imme-
diately free up emergency shelter spaces for
people living in encampments by helping
people living in shelters move into longer-
term housing. This funding builds on the
nearly $400 million invested in COHB
between 2023 and 2024.

As part of the government’s commitment
to ensuring Ontarians can safely use shared
public spaces, the province is working with
local service managers to direct funding
into communities where it is needed most.

By helping municipalities and other proj-
ect partners create more emergency shelter
and affordable housing spaces, the province
is helping vulnerable people move out of
crisis situations and into stable accommoda-
tions.

“The County of Simcoe appreciates the
commitment shown by our local MPPs and
the provincial government to invest in stable
solutions for those living unhoused across
our region,” said Simcoe County Warden,
Basil Clarke. “We know that homelessness
remains a challenge in communities across
the country. We believe that this funding
will help increase our efforts to move res-
idents who have been living ‘rough’ or in
encampments to stable permanent housing
and allow us to continue building up access
to housing for Simcoe County residents.”
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Two local organizations recognized with Age Friendly Awards

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The County of Simcoe hosted its second
annual Age-Friendly Recognition Awards
Ceremony celebrating the achievements of
those who have taken significant steps to
create inclusive, age-friendly communities.

The ceremony took place on Tuesday,
Jan. 28 and two Alliston-based organiza-
tions were selected — the 54 Plus Seniors
Centre and Royal Canadian Legion Branch
171.

Honorees were chosen by a selection
committee in two categories — business and
individuals.

Businesses were acknowledged for their
efforts in enhancing services and accessi-
bility, while individuals were celebrated for
their dedication to fostering age-friendly
communities and improving the quality of
life for older adults across the region.

The public nomination process took place
throughout the second half of 2024.

“We are grateful to the individuals and
businesses who are leading the way in
helping to create age-friendly communi-
ties across Simcoe County,” said County of
Simcoe Warden Basil Clarke. “Their dedi-
cation to improving the lives of our older
adults is inspiring and essential as we con-
tinue building an even more inclusive and
supportive environment for all.”

The Individual Age-Friendly Recognition
Award recipients are Frieda Baldwin (Mid-

AGE-FRIENDLY AWARDS - The County of Simcoe hosted its second annual Age-Friendly Awards Ceremony on Jan. 28. Businesses and indi-

viduals were recognized for their efforts in enhancing services and, accessibility for seniors and improving life for older adults across the region.

land), Betty Hancey (Collingwood), Sharon
McLean (Barrie), Tamara Nowak-Lennard
(Barrie), Sylvia Naughton (Barrie), Keara
Sweet (Orillia), Joe and Jim Sorian (Bar-
rie), Catherine Ecker (Barrie), Joe Fecht
(Orillia), Kelly Ritchie (Barrie), Gertrude
King (Wasaga Beach), Melanie Hopkinson
(Collingwood), and Deb Bobechko (Bar-
rie).

The Age-Friendly Business Recognition
Award recipients are Information Oril-
lia (Orillia), Saunders Book Company
(Collingwood), Windlee Farms Maple

Syrup (Tiny), RTO District 17 — Unit 1 of
the Retired Teachers Organization (Spring-
water), 54 Plus Seniors Centre (Alliston),
The Medicine Shoppe Pharmacy (Barrie),
Topline Feed and Farm (Tay), Bradford
Greenhouses Garden Gallery (Springwater),
Habitat for Humanity Huronia ReStores
(Barrie), The Transformation Station (Bar-
rie) and Alliston Legion — Branch 171.

“It is an honour to recognize the out-
standing contributions of those who have
gone above and beyond to support our older
adults,” said Jane Sinclair, general manager

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

of health and emergency services. “From
businesses advancing services to individu-
als advocating for inclusivity, their efforts
are integral to shaping a future where all
ages can thrive. These exceptional indi-
viduals and organizations are showing how
important it is to prioritize the well-being
and dignity of all.”

The Age-Friendly Community Program
was established in 2016 to increase aware-
ness of the County’s aging population and
help businesses and organizations evaluate
their environment and service delivery.

Nominations open for Town of New Tecumseth Senior of the Year Award

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Do you know a senior who has contrib-
uted service or had a significant impact in the
Town of New Tecumseth?

Nominations are now open for the Senior
of the Year Award.

The Town will honour a senior, who after
age 65, has contributed through the arts, lit-
erature, community service, voluntarism,
education, fitness and sport, or humanitarian
activities, and has enriched the social, cul-
tural, or civic life of the community.

Persons nominated must be at least 65
years of age.

You can nominate someone by completing
the Senior of the Year nomination form online
or by picking up a copy at the town adminis-
tration centre.

Submissions can be entered either online or
in person at the administration centre.

After you submit a nomination, the clerk’s
office will forward the nomination to Town
Council. Council will select the inductees.

Council will contact both the inductee and
the submission’s author with the next steps
for the awards celebration.

Awards are presented at a future council
meeting or at an event determined by council.

The deadline for this year’s submissions is
4:30 p.m., on Friday, March 7.
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Quality Hearing

CHECK YOUR HEARING

Take this quick quiz and check your ability to hear properly.
1. Do people seem to mumble or talk softer than they used to?
2. When in a crowd or in a busy restaurant, is it hard for you to

3. Do you feel tired or irritable after a long conversation?
4. Do you feel the need to turn up the volume on your TV or

5. Do you often need to ask others to repeat themselves?
6. Has someone close to you pointed out you may have a hearing problem?
7. Do you find it difficult to pinpoint where a noise comes from?

If you answered “yes” to any of these questions, you may be experiencing some hearing loss.

_.||| hear right canada

Your free hearing checkup will include:
«FREE Hearing Screening
+FREE Hearing Consultation
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Care for Less

LIFE IS WONDERFUL! Don’t miss a word of it.
North Dufferin Wellness Centre

712 Main Street East, Unit 101
Shelburne ¢ 519-925-1215

905.841.4809 (Cell)
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Call BRIAN SPEERS
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CANADIAN DENTAL CARE PLAN
NOW COVERS DENTURES

AND CROWNS

AS OF NOVEMBER 1, 2024.

Call them today at 1-833-537-4342
to see if you're eligible,

CHILDREN

18 AND UNDER*
ARE NOW -
ELIGIBLE!

then call our office to book an
appointment for your dental needs!

CANADIAN DENTAL CARE PLAN covers
Exams and x-rays * 1 Cleaning a year
Fillings ¢ Extractions
Root Canals + other basic dental needs

Don’t assume you don’t qualify,
call them and find out!

éeefon FAMILY

DENTAL
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905-729-7272

Dr. Rosanna Porretta and Associates
29 Main St. W.
Beeton, ON LOG 1A0

www.beetonfamilydentist.com
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Editorial, Letters & Opinion

“The window to the world can be covered by a newspaper.”
~ Stanislaw Jerzy Lec

Buy Canadian

Marco Polo is considered one of the
first, maybe the original, true explorer.

The Venetian-born merchant travelled
the Silk Road into the heart of China
between the years 1271 and 1295.

At the time, most of the Eastern world
was unknown to Europeans.

Polo travelled to what was then known
as ‘Cathay’, in northern China.

He made a good impression and was
welcomed to the royal court of Kublai
Khan.

Polo made a lot of good, to him, dis-
coveries during his travels.

Later in his life, a book titled, “The
Travels of Marco Polo,” detailed his
experiences in the Far East giving Euro-
peans their first comprehensive look into
China, Persia, India, Japan and other
Asian societies.

During his travels, Polo returned to
Europe with a lot of new ideas as well
as new products he had found. It gave
Europeans new ideas and opened the
concept of trade with a faraway place.

Trade between neighbours, busi-
nesses, towns, regions and nations has
always been part of society.

You have something your neigh-
bour needs, and he has something you
require. You trade back and forth to pro-
duce a supply for a demand.

Its a very simple economic way of

doing things.

“I'll take some of those coconuts you
have because we can’t grow them here,
and I'll send you some wheat you need
to make bread and keep your people
fed.”

Tariffs are not new. Many nations
impose tariffs from time to time.

The usual reason is to reduce the
importation of goods and services by
increasing their prices and for the protec-
tion of domestic producers.

There can be a lot of good in that — if
you’re the producer and foreign products
are flooding the market and out-selling
your market.

Tariffs are also used to raise revenue
and exert political leverage over another
country.

U.S. President Donald Trump has now
imposed tariffs against Canada, China,
and Mexico — its biggest trading partners.

What will it do for the U.S.? Probably
nothing except raise the cost of goods
they need.

Trump seems to have some kind of
bone to pick with Canada. I'm not sure
why.

We have always been good neigh-
bours and for the most part, have sup-
ported them in international efforts.

Of course, Canada will respond with
tariffs of its own. That will of course hurt

Hoping for the best, preparing for the worst

Are you someone who likes to be sur-
prised?

Do you thrive on the unexpected,
throwing away any plans you may have
had for your day, opening yourself up to
whatever opportunities come your way
or to ride out whatever “fate” might have
in store for you? Or do you like to sketch
out a general plan for your day — either
rigidly down to the minute, or with a bit of
flexibility built in if an unexpected hurdle
appears on your horizon?

Admittedly, I'm not sure where | fall on
any of these questions.

While | thrive on some sort of a rou-
tine just for my own mental health, one
of the joys of this job is that no two days
are exactly alike and the news unfolds
in real-time. But, in the same breath,
something unexpected and significant
happening can often result in the best-
laid plans being cast aside.

Some people work best when they’re
on some variation of a strict nine-to-five

workday, but that’s not necessarily for
me; I'd get bored before too long and
might long for a bit of unpredictability.

Alas, there aren’t many things that we
can accurately predict these days.

Heck, even some of our more high-
profile  weather-predicting  rodents
couldn’t come up with a consensus on
when spring weather might roll in when
they went to work on February 2; per-
haps a predictable result when we come
to bank on a groundhog cosplaying a
sundial to predict the weather rather
than meteorological trends.

Still, when it comes to guarantees, the
old adage of death and taxes always
apply. We also know that when an opin-
ion of any kind is expressed online in this
day and age, there is always going to be
a contrarian in the crowd who is going
to argue that the sky is actually green,
that our planet is flat, and that claiming
water is wet rather than a substance that
makes other things wet is an affront to all

FROM THE SECOND ROW

U.S. manufacturers who sell plenty of
products here.

“You see these empty, old, beautiful
steel mills and factories that are empty
and falling down,” Trump said in October
2024, when on the campaign trail. “We’re
going to bring the companies back. We’re
going to lower taxes for companies that
are going to make their products in the
USA. And we’re going to protect those
companies with strong tariffs.”

Trump is dreaming on this one. The
manufacturing base in the U.S. dried up
years ago, and new companies emerged
in different industries.

Investors aren’t going to start pouring
billions and billions of dollars to once
again start building widget factories.

Whether they like it, most manufac-
tured products and electronics in the
U.S. now come from China.

Consumers are going to get angry
very quickly when they need to purchase
a new refrigerator only to find the cost of
an already expensive item just went up
25 per cent because of imposed tariffs.

There used to be a gas station in west-
ern New York that advertised on radio all
the time.

“We don’t sell gas from the Middle
East,” the ad always said. “We get our
gas from Canada, our friends to the
north.”

water-based, water-drinking, and water-
composed animal life forms.

But not much else had a predictability
factor these days — until this week.

On Monday afternoon, Canadians
breathed a collective sigh of relief when
the looming threat of crippling and non-
sensical tariffs from our American neigh-
bours were postponed by a few weeks
following two eleventh-hour phone calls
between the Prime Minister and the US
President.

It had, of course, been a nerve-
wracking weekend for most Canadians
after Trump confirmed he apparently
fully intended to proceed with the tariffs
this week, but there were some shining
moments amid the mayhem and uncer-
tainty.

Some of these highlights included a
quick response from our Federal, Pro-
vincial and Municipal leaders to take
comprehensive retaliatory action, ear-
marking items coming in from the United

BRIAN LOCKHART

That meant some-
thing to the average
American.

I was in a local liquor
store this afternoon
when a discussion broke out at the cash
register. One man buying a product was
reading the label to make sure it was
Canadian-manufactured.

Another customer was carefully read-
ing the label because she said she would
not purchase a product if it had any ingre-
dients that weren’t grown in Canada.

If Trump wants to play his ridiculous
game, it's going to backfire and he’s
going to shoot himself in the foot. A pro-
tectionist attitude never works when it
comes to the economy.

That attitude only closes foreign mar-
kets and stops a company from expand-
ing into a larger market.

I’'m not sure what the average Ameri-
can thinks of all this, but from the man-
on-the-street interviews I've seen, they
seem to have no idea what tariffs on their
three largest trading partners will accom-
plish.

In the meantime, buy Canadian and
support our businesses.

Sooner or later, someone in the States
will fiercely lobby the federal government
demanding reasonable access to Cana-
dian lumber exports.

BROCK WEIR
BROCK'S BANTER

States; the Premier’s
decision to remove
all US-produced
beer, wine and spirits
from LCBO shelves;
the quick response
from Canadians across the country to
make a sincere effort to Buy Canadian,
pooling knowledge to make the transi-
tion as easy as possible, and differenti-
ating between the sometimes-confusing
“Made in Canada” labels; from a political
perspective, the outgoing Prime Minister
giving what history might well remem-
ber as possibly the best speech of his
career; and a growing realization that
having a Federal election at this time of
extreme uncertainty... might not be the
best idea floating around these days.

Apparently “all” it took was a flurry
of calls and Federal bucks to enhance
already-announced border security
measures.

Continued on Page 11
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Strategic shmategic

The Strait of Malacca is strategically important. It's
the shortest shipping route between the Far East and
the Indian Ocean, the Middle East, Europe and Africa.
It handles a quarter of all internationally traded goods,
and if anybody tried to block it there would be a war.

The Fulda Gap used to be strategically important dur-
ing the Cold War, because it was a flat lowland route
from Soviet-occupied East Germany into the heart of
West Germany. If the thousands of Russian tanks had
ever rolled west, that's where they would have had to
break through.

Greenland is NOT strategically important. Not even
a little bit. It is on the shortest route between Europe
and North America, as you have doubtless heard, but
this doesn’t make it important because that route is only
used by airliners, and they are flying across Greenland
at 35,000 ft.

No road goes across Greenland, the trans-Atlantic
flights don’t land there, and no commercial vessels or
warships sail past it (although a few tourist boats call in
from time to time). There is no military presence except

a United States Space Force base in the far north of
the island that operates a space tracking station and a
large phased-array warning radar.

So why does Donald Trump want to take over Green-
land? If the United States wants scarce minerals from
Greenland, the cheap way is just to pay for them, like
it does with Chile or Canada. There are no military
threats to Greenland, and if there were they would be
dealt with by NATO. (Denmark, which manages Green-
land’s foreign affairs, is a NATO member.)

Yet Trump persists in his bizarre quest: “| do believe
we'll get Greenland because it really has to do with
the freedom of the world. It has nothing to do with the
United States, other than we’re the one that can pro-
vide the freedom. They can’'t.” But this is an ignorant
man speaking in hackneyed clichés. Why should we
pay attention?

When Trump began rambling on about seizing
Greenland on January 7, most non-Americans saw
it as a typical Trump stratagem to unsettle potential
adversaries. He threatened to re-invade Panama and
annex Canada at the same

chaotic press conference,

DRY
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F ICERERIVP
FEBRUARY

and the grown-ups else-
where assumed that none
of it needed to be taken
seriously.

A little while later he said
that he would use military
force to take Greenland if
necessary (but not Canada,
which would only suffer
economic pressure). Even
then most people treated it
as a passing fantasy — until
Trump had a 45-minute
telephone conversation
with Prime Minister Mette
Frederiksen of Denmark on
Saturday, January 25.

She was shaken by his
manner. One senior Euro-
pean official said the call
had been “horrendous” and
another said: “Before, it

was hard to take seriously,
but | do think it is serious
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and potentially very dangerous.”

So there we are. There is a gen-
uine possibility that the US armed
forces (assuming they obey a
clearly illegal order) will invade and seize the territory of
another NATO member on Trump’s command (unless
his people can talk him out of it).

| still find this highly implausible, but the man keeps
going on about it so we should consider the likely con-
sequences. If he is determined to invade, there are
three possible outcomes.

One is that there is a palace coup in the White House
which stops the invasion of Greenland — but possibly at
the cost of an American civil war.

Another is that NATO, realizing that its biggest
member is a shameless aggressor, expels the United
States and reconfigures itself as a defensive alliance
that opposes both Russian and American aggression.
Canada would remain in that new alliance if it dared,
and Mexico would join if it were allowed. Slovakia and
Hungary would probably be excluded.

The third and likeliest possibility is that all the other
NATO countries privately deplore America’s actions
but publicly pretend that it has all been an unfortunate
misunderstanding. In that case, the alliance’s demise
would be gradual, but still inevitable.

| will not consider a scenario in which Russia, the
main beneficiary of NATO’s decline or demise, some-
how had a hand in the proceedings. | especially avoid
any suggestion that Mr. Putin has (God forbid!) some
hold over Mr. Trump that compels his obedience. That
sort of stuff is pure con-
spiracy theory.

Let us reject these
grim scenarios. | prefer
to believe that Trump is

ror . v e | GV MeGUIRE
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retains a healthy sense
of self-preservation that
pulls him back from the
brink of terminal folly. |
hope.
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CLUES ACROSS
1. “The Las Vegas of
the East”
6. Cook
10. Manning and
Wallach are two
14. Chameleon
15. A way to fill up
17. What MLBers hope
to play in
19. Unhappy
20. Indefinite period
of time
21. Excites
22. Males
23. Mongol leader
Genghis
24, Turfs
26. Soda comes in them
29. Not nice
31. Professional
organization
32. Part of a play
34. Sea eagle
35. Emily Blunt’s
character in “Sicario”
37. Beige
38. Mental sharpness
39. Valley

40. Alcyone’s husband
41. A place to gamble
43. Flightless
Australian birds

45. Call out
somebody’s name over
aP.A. system

46. US spy group

47. Pancakes from
buckwheat flour

49. Swiss river

50. Disfigure

53. Have surgery

57. Formal withdrawal
58. Early English
council

59. Square measures
60. 2,000 Ibs.

61. Siskel and __,
critics
CLUES DOWN

1. Mouths

2. Buffalo

3. You plug it in

4. Each

5. Largest English
dictionary (abbr.)

6. King of Thebes

7. English name

meaning “mythical
hunter”

8. Indicates near

9. More herbaceous
10. Gas-powered cars
need one

11. Dishonest
individual

12. Systems, doctrines,
theories

13. The woman

16. The whole of one’s
holdings

18. Witnesses

22. Doctor

23.Paul __, Swiss
painter

24. Kids look for him
on December 24

25. Single

27. Competitions

28. Predict the future
29. Cage for trained
hawks

30. Musician Clapton
31. Frozen water

33. Semiformal men’s
evening attire

35. Most worn

36. Common soap
ingredient

37. Former EU
monetary unit

39. Provisions

42. Book parts

43. Republic of Ireland
44. Partner to “Pa”
46. Sammy __,
songwriter

47. Dutch colonist

48. Clare Booth __,
American writer

49. Solar disk in
Egyptian mythology
50. Minute arachnid
51. From a distance
52. Monthly apartment
cost

53. Young women’s
association

54. Tourist destination
55.“Woman” in
Ojibwe language

56. Pointed end of

a pen
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New Community Safety Zone coming to Alliston later this year

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Town of New Tecumseth will be
replacing gateway signage and posted speed
limit signs in Alliston to create a new Com-
munity Safety Zone.

The boundary for the new zone will be in
Ward 2, at King Street to the east, Indus-
trial Parkway to the south and west, and the
north end of Young Street.

The new signs will be in place once the

ground thaws and will bring the posted
speed limit to 40 km/h from the current 50
km/h.

The announcement was made by Town of
New Tecumseth Ward 2 councillor Wendy
Gabrek.

Endorsed by the Traffic Safety Commit-
tee (TAC) and passed by New Tecumseth
Council, the speed limit reduction will be
enforced by the Nottawasaga OPP, under the
direction of Sgt. Chris McConnell, who sits
as a board member on TAC.

“I put forward the idea for the Community
Safety Zone in response to receiving a num-
ber of comments from concerned residents
in relation to road safety and speeding,” Ms.
Gabrek said. “Prior to the installation of the
new gateway and speed limit signage, the
OPP will be frequenting our area to gather
insight into motorist’s behaviour and track
infractions.”

The OPP is requesting that Ward 2 resi-
dents in the Community Safety Zone area
report traffic and speeding violations using

the non-emergency number for the Notta-
wasaga Detachment — 1-888-310-1122, or
by calling the bylaw department at 705-435-
3900.

This will help to plan where and when
OPP officers are stationed for patrol.

Data collected from the new Community
Safety Zone pilot project will be used by
TAC members to make informed decisions
when suggesting revisions to the Speed
Limit Policy, 2002, later this fall for Coun-
cil’s consideration.

Beeton catholic school to expand creating space for 184 new students

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Monsignor J.E. Roman Catholic School
will expand with a new addition to create
space for 184 students.

The announcement was made by Brian
Saunderson, MPP for Simcoe-Grey on Jan.
28.

The province has allocated $3.9 million
for the project.

This project is part of $1.3 billion in pro-
vincial funding to build new schools and
expansions, including childcare spaces.

The funding comes through the Ministry
of Education’s Capital Priorities Program.

“This funding for an addition to Monsi-

gnor Ronan in Beeton is great news for our
community,” said Brian Saunderson, MPP
for Simcoe-Grey. “This investment will
ensure families and students have access
to a quality learning environment in the
years ahead.”

The ongoing investments in education
and childcare projects will result in over
25,000 new student spaces and more than
1,600 licensed childcare spaces at school
sites across Ontario.

“Our government is investing in new
schools and improved infrastructure across
the province to support the needs of Ontar-
io’s students, families, and growing com-
munities.” said Kinga Surma, Minister of
Infrastructure. “These are part of our his-

60,000 churches worldwide.

Friday, January 24 @ 6:30 PM
Hot Meal Provided

Coming Soon to
Hillside Community Church

Have questions about God, the Bible or
church? Alpha is a series of excellent teachings by
Nicky Gumbel which have been enjoyed by over

This video series will be held at Hillside Community
church (2314 Tottenham Rd.) starting

Contact us:
905-936-2177
info@hillsidecommunity.ca

Stormy came to the rescue when he was found
shivering outside of a house in the country.
Stormy is now a 2.5 year old friendly guy who

toric investment of more than $190 bil-
lion over the next 10 years to build and
deliver the critical infrastructure Ontarians
deserve today, and for future generations
to come.”

For the 2024-25 school year, the ministry
has allocated renewal funding of approxi-
mately $1.4 billion to school boards to
renew and improve schools.

In December 2023, the Ministry of Edu-
cation announced Ontario’s plan to help
build schools faster through a transparent,
accountable and more efficient process.

School boards were encouraged to stan-
dardize the design of new school con-
struction, identify opportunities to work
together on joint-use school projects and
bring forward shovel-ready proposals.
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loves to wrap around your legs and ask for
affection. He loves to give slow blinks and is
a gentle soul. He would love the company of
another cat as a playmate, but could also do
well on his own.

Stormy is spayed, microchipped and
dewormed.

Adoption fee: $275

Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their forever
home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as we are not
funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you would like to
volunteer as well we are always appreciative.

FERAL CAT RESCUE INC.

519-278-0707

= Sawns

EXPANSION PL

ANNED - Monsignor J.E. Roman Catholic School in Beeton is going to expand

with the creation of space for 184 additional students. The province has allocated $3.9 million for
the project, with funding coming from the Ministry of Education’s Captial Priorities Program.
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We are
Canada’s
premier gun
auction, safe
storage and
appraisal
company.

o

Canada Wide

sAppraisals

*Safe Storage
eAuctions

hands—such as children or thieves.

Whatever the reason, we
provide insured, secure
solutions with 24/7 access.

ONE CALLDOESIT ALL, SO
CONTACT US TODAY AT

1-844-482-4644

gord@gtaauctions.com
OR, VISIT OUR WEBSITE

WWW.GTAGUNS.COM

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

SAFE GUN STORAGE

If keeping them at home isn't an option, finding a
secure solution becomes essential. You might be
moving and need temporary storage, or perhaps
you're worried about them falling into the wrong
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Provincial funding to help secure affordable housing in Simcoe County

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The province will provide an additional
$81,869 to Simcoe County through the Can-
ada-Ontario Housing Benefit (COHB) to
help individuals and families secure afford-
able housing.

This brings the total COHB funding for the
County of Simcoe to $1,116,969.00 in 2024-
25.

This funding is part of the previously
announced $75.5 million in top-up funding
to free up shelter space where it is needed
most and help people in encampments move
quickly from crisis into safer accommodation

and ultimately stable, long-term housing.

“Homelessness is a serious, complex and
growing problem in communities across our
Province and in Simcoe-Grey,” said Brian
Saunderson, MPP for Simcoe-Grey. “Our
Government is committed to supporting and
collaborating with Simcoe County and our
municipal partners to provide critical fund-
ing that goes directly to those in need and
that is flexible and portable.”

COHB is a portable benefit that goes
directly to people in need so they can have
more choices for affordable rental housing.
The funding also supports municipalities by
reducing pressures on emergency shelter sys-
tems so they can help more people in need.

“When the County created its 10-point
Homelessness Prevention Plan, we knew it
had to be a data-informed plan that was ambi-
tious while respecting taxpayers’ dollars,”
said Simcoe County Warden Basil Clarke.
“We know that homelessness remains an
ongoing challenge across the region and in
communities across Ontario, but it is a chal-
lenge that, through this announcement and
ongoing support provided by the Province,
is one that can be mitigated. We thank the
Province of Ontario for reaffirming its com-
mitment to the COHB program to support
unsheltered people living in encampments
and shelters and helping us create successful
transitions to safe and stable housing. The

announcement of the top-up to the Canada-
Ontario Housing Benefit will further increase
the positive flow of individuals toward per-
manent housing. The County intends to use
additional resources to get people housed
quickly and create more space in the sys-
tem.”

COHB provides funding directly to
households that are on, or eligible to be on,
a social housing waiting list and to house-
holds in financial need living in community
housing.

This benefit helps individuals and fami-
lies who may be at risk of homelessness to
secure and stay in a rental home that meets
their needs.

Town accepting nominations for Virtual Wall of Honour to celebrate outstanding contributions

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The New Tecumseth Virtual Wall of Hon-
our was established in 2016 to celebrate
individuals for outstanding contributions
to the Town.

An annual honour, inductees into the Vir-
tual Wall of Honour will be celebrated at
a council meeting or an event to be deter-
mined by council.

To be nominated, a candidate must be a
resident of the Town of New Tecumseth or
an individual who volunteers or has signifi-
cantly contributed to the life of the Town,
making a positive impact on the lives of its
citizens. Nominees can be submitted post-
humously, with the consent of the nomi-
nee’s family.

No activities or achievements related
to political appointments are eligible, and
no Town staff member in connection with

their employment position or sitting politi-
cian is eligible.

Previous recipients of the honour are not
eligible and individuals may not nominate
themselves or family members.

To nominate someone, you must use the
Virtual Wall of Honour Nomination form,
which is available online or by pickup at
the Town’s administration centre.

Nomination submissions will be consid-
ered up to March 31 of each year.

All nominations, whether from an indi-
vidual or an organization, must include the
name and address of the person submitting
a nomination. No anonymous nominations
will be accepted.

A nominee must have a distinguished,
well-rounded record of community service
demonstrated through participation and
leadership in, and for, various community
organizations and institutions which has
had a positive impact on the lives of the

‘To be nominated, a candidate
must be a resident of the

Town of New Tecumseth or an
individual who volunteers or
has significantly contributed to
the life of the Town, making a
positive impact on the

/

lives of its citizens.

Town’s citizens.

A limited number of attachments provid-
ing evidence of the nominee’s accomplish-
ments will be accepted.

Attachments can include newspaper arti-

cles, no more than two letters of support,
supporting photographs, and commentary
from peers.

The nomination shall also include a biog-
raphy of the nominee, including contribu-
tions to the Town through participation and
leadership of community organizations,
and a professional quality, colour or black
and white 8” x 10” photograph of the nomi-
nee.

All nominations submitted before March
31 will be brought forward by a confiden-
tial report to Council. One nominee will be
inducted into the Virtual Wall of Honour on
an annual basis.

The nominee will be notified by the may-
or’s office by letter, advising them that they
have been inducted into the Virtual Wall of
Honour.

The inductee will be presented their
award at a meeting or event determined by
council.

Call VICKI MEISNER 519-278-1700
or vicki@lpcmedia.ca

Thelliimies
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‘Happy Days” exhibit at Museum of Dufferin explores nostalgia of childhood

BY PAULA BROWN
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Coldest Night of the Year walk has
a sThe Museum of Dufferin (MoD) is tak-
ing visitors on a nostalgic trip back to their
childhood with a new exhibit.

The Museum of Dufferin will be launch-
ing its new exhibit titled, “Happy Days,”
on Feb. 17 (Family Day) in the main gal-
lery space of the museum. The exhibit
explores the nostalgia of childhood through
a curated collection of toys, games, and
photographs.

“We’ve been planning this exhibit for
over a year now and we thought about how
we could make an exhibit that talks to a
lot of different generations. Everyone, of
course, has been a kid at some point so we
explore the different stages of childhood,
but also the nostalgia and joy that you get
from being a kid,” said Jasmine Proteau,
manager of the Museum of Dufferin.

Visitors to the “Happy Days” exhibit
have the opportunity to walk through and
see a variety of different toys through the
decades, many of which they may recog-
nize from their own childhoods.

“One of the things that we look at when
we’re trying to create an exhibit is what
can we show from our collection to tell a
story,” explained Proteau. “We have a lot
of these really cute toys that I think people
either remember playing with as a kid or
that have endured until now.”

The collection of toys spans from the
1950s to the current day but also includes a
few pieces dating as far back as the 1800s.
Some of the pieces that may look familiar
to visitors include: Lite Bright, Trolls, Cab-
bage Patch Kids, Hot Rod Cars, Pac-Man,
Tamagotchi, and friendship bracelets.

“There are toys that people might not
remember, but will spark deep memories
they forgot they had as a kid,” said Pro-
teau.

The exhibit also highlights the history of
toy making within the community by shar-
ing photos and interviews from residents
who worked at or had family members
working at the Fisher-Price factory. The

CLASSIC TOYS - First introduced in the 1950s, Buzzy Bee was the first Fisher-Price toy to incorporate plastic in its design. In 1956, the company
gave the bee a crown and it was reintroduced as Queen Buzzy Bee. When pulled, the antennas bounce, the wings twirl, and the bee makes a “buzz-

buzz” sound.

toy manufacturer opened its factory doors
in Orangeville in 1964 but closed the doors
for good just four years later in 1968.

“Not a lot of people know that there’s a
history with the toy manufacturing busi-
ness in Dufferin County,” said Proteau.

While the exhibit reminisces on the nos-
talgia of childhood, it also explores larger
themes within it such as workers’ rights
and women'’s rights.

In one particular instance, the exhibit

shares the story of how workers of the
Fisher-Price factory in Orangeville, who
were primarily women, chose to go on
strike to protest their low wages. Instead
of negotiating with them or changing their
wages, Fisher Price ultimately decided to
close the factory and remove themselves
from the area.

“There’s fun elements to the exhibition,
but there’s also another underlying story
that’s deeper,” said Proteau.

MUSEUM OF DUFFERIN PHOTO

With the launch of the new exhibit fall-
ing on Family Day, the Museum of Duf-
ferin is incorporating hands-on activities
for children including friendship bracelet
making and a scavenger hunt. The event
will run from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and has
free admission.

To learn more about the “Happy Days”
exhibit or to register for the Family Day
activities at the Museum of Dufferin, visit
www.dufferinmuseum.com.

event you’d like to share with us, email
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Hornets hammer second-place Terriers in weekend game

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Alliston Hornets went to Orillia on
Saturday, Feb. 1, to deliver a message to
the Terriers and that message was received
when the Alliston team left the ice with a
7-1 win.

The Terriers are the second-place team in
the North Carruthers Division of the Pro-
vincial Junior Hockey League with a 28-5
record, but the Hornets wanted to remind
them why the Alliston team is still in the
division’s number one spot.

Orillia was first on the scoreboard in the
Saturday game scoring at 9:03 into the first
period.

That lead evaporated quickly when the
Hornets responded with three first-period
goals.

The Hornets’ goals came from Mitch
Harding, Nick Lamont, and Cole Turcotte.

There was only one second-period goal
and that came from Duncan Grube to give
the Alliston squad a 4-1 lead with one
period remaining.

The Alliston squad kept up the pressure
in the final period scoring three unanswered
goals to end the night.

The Hornets’ goals came from Jax Bell-
wood and two from Jaeden French.

After the weekend, the Hornets have a
33-1 record. That includes a shoot-out loss
to the Muskoka Bears on Jan. 10.

Hornets forward Jaeden French contin-
ues to lead the team in points. French has
35 goals and 53 assists after 33 times on the
ice — good for 88 points.

He is only one point behind league leader
Jordan Fuller who plays for Orillia.

The Hornets lead the division followed
by Orillia.

The Stayner Siskins have been holding
third place for most of the season and now

have a 27-10 record. In the basement, the Muskoka Bears have
They are followed by the Penetang won only four games all season.

Kings, Innisfil Spartans, and the Huntsville =~ They will return to home ice at the New

Otters — all separated by three points. Tecumseth Recreation Centre on Friday,
The Midland Flyers are in seventh place Feb. 7, to host the Muskoka Bears.

with 16 points. Game time is 7:30 p.m.

SECOND PERIOD LOSS - The Tottenham Railers hosted the Northumberland Stars on the ice at the Tottenham Community Centre
Arena on Saturday, Feb. 1. The game was tied in the second period before the Stars got two late-period goals to take the lead. The final
was a 6-4 win for Northumberland. The Railers are in third place in the South Division of the Greater Metro Hockey League.

BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO

WINTER WIN - The New Tecumseth IceCats take on the Brampton Sky Blue team during U11 hockey action at the Winter Classic Tournament in Orangeville on Saturday, Feb. 1. Hosted by
the Orangeville Tigers, the Winter Classic Tournament features house league teams from across the province. The IceCats came out on top in this game with a 3-2 win.

BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO
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Stevenson Memorial receives a $10,000 donation from TerraGen Solar

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Stevenson Memorial Hospital Foun-
dation has announced a donation of $10,000
from TerraGen Solar — a leader in Ontario’s
renewable energy sector.

This donation will directly support Steven-
son Memorial Hospital’s new hospital build.

Thanks to Brian and Kathy Gibson’s $1
million matching gift, the donation will dou-
ble to $20,000.

As a company committed to sustainabil-
ity and community development, TerraGen
Solar’s ongoing support of the Foundation
underscores its dedication to fostering posi-
tive change in the region.

“We are deeply grateful to TerraGen Solar
for their continued support and investment in
our hospital’s future,” said Frank Cerisano,
CEO of the Stevenson Memorial Hospital
Foundation. “With this $10,000 donation,
doubled by the matching gift, we are even
closer to achieving our vision of providing
modern, high-quality healthcare to meet the
needs of our growing community.”

TeraGen Solar, based in Alliston, is a lead-
ing renewable energy solutions provider
specializing in designing and manufactur-
ing commercial rooftop mounting solutions
throughout North America and the Caribbean.

Committed to promoting clean energy and
environmental stewardship, TerraGen Solar
drives the transition to a greener future while
strengthening its community by supporting

Continued from Page 4

Brock’s Banter: Hoping for the best,
preparing for the worst

“l just had a good call with Presi-
dent Trump,” said the Prime Minister
in a statement late Monday afternoon.
“Canada is implementing our $1.3 bil-
lion border plan — reinforcing the bor-
der with new choppers, technology and
personnel, enhanced coordination of
our American partners, and increased
resources to stop the flow of fentanyl.
Nearly 10,000 frontline personnel are
and will be working on protecting the
border.

“In addition, Canada is making new
commitments to appoint a Fentanyl
Czar, we will list cartels as terrorists,
ensure 24/7 eyes on the border, launch
a Canada-US Joint Strike Force to
combat organized crime, fentanyl and
money laundering. | have also signed a
new intelligence directive on organized
crime and fentanyl and we will be back-
ing it with $200 million. Proposed tariffs
will be paused for at least 30 days while
we work together.”

Working together will be key — but
even though we’ve heaved that collec-
tive sigh, at least temporarily, it’'s impor-
tant we don’t let our guard down.

It is only a 30-day reprieve and | fear,
with some degree of certainty, that we’ll
be back at this again in March.

In fact, given our response — a
response which, in my view, was entirely
correct — we could very well have the
tariff threats hanging over our heads
in one way or another for the next four
years — and potentially even beyond.

Yet, there is a tendency — for reasons
| can’t quite understand — for people not
taking Trump’s threats too seriously and
take him at his word. “It’s just bluster,
he wouldn’t actually do it,” some people
crow, only to find themselves eating that
crow before too long. And, before too
long, they’re back at it again, and often
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SOLAR SUPPORT - The Stevenson Memorial Hospital Foundation (SMHF) received $10,000 from TerraGen Solar to support the new hos-
pital build. The donation was matched by Brian and Kathy Gibson’s $1 million matching gift, to double the donation to $20,000. Members of
the TerraGen Solar team, join, in front, from left: Amberley Cleland (supply chain coordinator), Darren Jones (general manager), Doug and Jan-

ice Jones (owners of TerraGen Sola), Ted Vandevis (board chair of SMHF), and Brandon Jones (operations manager), to present the donation.
CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

enhanced healthcare at Stevenson Memorial mation is a core value here at TerraGen,” said we are proud to support the Stevenson Memo-
Hospital through corporate giving. Darren Jones, general manager at TerraGen rial Hospital Foundation and their efforts to
“Community and creating positive transfor- Solar. “On behalf of our whole organization, transform healthcare in South Simcoe.”
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express shock or surprise when fate
flips them that bird again.

Perhaps that’s one of the few things
of which we can be certain for the time
being.

If the President perceives the “deals”
made Monday with Canada and Mexico
were ones in the United States’ win
column, it will continue to be a loom-
ing threat to achieve whatever political
whims he might have down the road.

Not even down the road, he’s already
telegraphed a few other goals — includ-
ing opening up Canada’s banking mar-
kets further to U.S. competition and, of
course, the complete annexation of our
country — so buckle up and stay vigilant.

Monday’s last-minute decision to
postpone things for at least 30 days
resulted in our leaders walking back
many of the retaliatory actions that
were put on the table over the weekend
— including, alarmingly, the Premier’s
decision to hold off on ending the Prov-
ince’s $100M deal with Elon Musk’s
Starlink to expand high-speed internet
in more remote parts of Ontario — but
we still need to do our part and let our
wallets do the talking in the meantime.

Governments should continue to look
at ways to Buy Canadian and even
Buy Local when it comes to contracts.
Homegrown businesses should look
to support homegrown suppliers and
manufacturers. Canadians writ large
should continue efforts to be discern-
ing with their purchases, buy Canadian
wherever they can — not excluding for-
eign-owned businesses that make their
products in Canada and, in turn, keep
Canadians employed.

We've got a reprieve, but the threat
isn’t going away any time soon.

Don’'t be surprised when the threats
come back, just be prepared.

MUSIC ACADEMY |

We are a friendly, family run music school, providing a fun,
positive, creative place for training in vocals, quitar, piano,
ukulele, drums and more.

Extra services include: Royal Conservatory piano,
audition prep, singer/songwriter clinics, creating social
media platforms like YouTube and Instagram, and
contacts with recording services. We offer

two recitals every year for the students to

showcase their accomplishments!

COME AND FINDYOUR
TALENT WITH US!

We are located at 562 Victoria St. E., beside Wilton’s Flooring
705.250.STAR (7827) | Email RSMAAlliston@gmail.com

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL BUSINESSES!
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FIREPLACE

HoME COMFORT CENTRES

FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS
ESTABLISHED IN 1987

6048 Highway 9,
Schomberg

800-843-1732

SALES ° SERVICE ¢ INSTALLATION

Fireplacestop.com

HUNDREDS OF WOOD AND GAS STOVES AND FIREPLACES

= @ | * @<

NEW TECUMSETH TIMES

14

90 DAY INVENTORY SALE STARTING JAN. 1ST

FIREPLACE

FIREPLACE XTRORDINAIR

BBQS, A/C UNITS, FURNACES, HEAT PUMPS, ELECTRIC FIREPLACES AND MORE!

Nottawasaga OPP investigating several vehicle theftsin theregion

The Nottawasaga Ontario Provincial Police
(OPP) officers are investigating multiple
vehicle thefts that took place over the last
week of January.

Between Jan. 23 and 24, Nottawasaga OPP
officers responded to a report of a stolen
vehicle from a residence on Warman Street
in Alliston.

The stolen vehicle is a black 2023 Dodge
Ram, with Ontario marker “BX85 310.”
Video footage captured shows that during the
hours of 11:00 a.m. and 4:45 a.m., a black
pickup truck and three suspects attended the
residence. Two suspects exited the suspect
vehicle, approached the target vehicle, and

proceeded to start it. The second suspect re-
entered the suspect vehicle and drove away
while the third suspect drove the target vehi-
cle away.

On Jan. 24, Nottawasaga OPP officers
responded to a report of a stolen vehicle from
a residence on Tioga Boulevard in Everett.
The stolen vehicle is a yellow 2023 Dodge
Ram TRX, with Ontario marker “BX77 276.”
Video footage captured shows that between
the hours of 10:08 p.m. and 11:46 p.m. a sus-
pect walked up alongside the driver’s door
unlocking it, entering the vehicle, and driving
away.

On Jan. 27, shortly before 5 a.m., Notta-

wasaga OPP officers responded to a report of
a stolen vehicle from a residence on Adeline
Avenue in Tottenham. The stolen vehicle is
a white 2023 Toyota Tundra, with Ontario
marker “BW94 846.” Video footage captured
shows a suspect smashing the rear passenger
side window with a metal bar.

The suspect is described as male, slim
build, 6 feet tall, wearing a black ‘North
Face’ jacket, black hoodie, black gloves,
black pants, a black ski mask, white/black
ski goggles, and black and white runners. The
suspect vehicle is described as a dark sedan
with black rims.

On Jan. 28, Nottawasaga OPP officers

responded to a report of a stolen vehicle from
a residence on Barrie Stree in Thornton. The
stolen vehicle is a white 2023 Ford F150
Raptor, with Ontario marker “BY38 184.”
The victim believes the vehicle was stolen
between the hours of midnight and 6 a.m. No
video footage was obtained.

If you have any information or video sur-
veillance footage in relation to these vehi-
cle thefts, please call the Nottawasaga OPP
Detachment at 1-888-310-1122.

You can also provide information anony-
mously by contacting Crime Stoppers at
1-800-222-TIPS (8477) or submit your infor-
mation online at ontariocrimestoppers.ca.

Local police seek public’s help in identifying two break-and-enter suspects

Officers from the Nottawasaga Detach-
ment of the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP)
are investigating a break-and-enter of a
business property in Essa.

On Jan. 27, shortly after 1:30 a.m., offi-
cers were dispatched to a break-and-enter
that had occurred at Recycling Specialties

INC located at 8903 County Road 56, Essa.
The suspects fled the scene prior to police
arrival.

The preliminary investigation revealed
that between the hours of 1:00 a.m. and 1:30
a.m., three unknown suspects approached
the property in a white utility van, stealing

four aluminum rims worth $4,000.

The investigation is still ongoing.

Police are encouraging residents to
review their camera footage or dashcam for
any suspicious activity that may be helpful
in this investigation between 12:30 a.m. and
2:00 a.m. on Jan. 27.

If you have any information in relation
to this incident, please contact the Notta-
wasaga OPP at 1-888-310-1122 — Refer-
ence (E250107885). You can also provide
information anonymously by contacting
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477)
or online at crimestopperssdm.com.

Nottawasaga OPP respond to barn fire in

A structure fire broke out in Essa on Mon-
day, Feb. 3.

Several emergency services responded,
including Nottawasaga Ontario Provincial
Police (OPP), Essa Fire Department, New
Tecumseth Fire, Adjala-Tosorontio Fire and

Clearview Fire services.

The fire took place at a barn on 7199
County Rd. 10, Essa, with Nottawasaga
OPP responding shortly before 9 p.m.

“Upon arrival, the barn was fully
engulfed,” said Nottawasaga OPP in a press

Essa, no injuries reported from the blaze

release. “The barn held equipment and
machinery, there was no one in the barn
time, or any live stock. No injuries were
reported.”

The fire did not spread to the nearby
residences. The cause of the fire was deter-

mined to be a block heater inside the barn
and it is not considered to be suspicious.
The roadway near the barn remained
closed on County Road 10 in both direc-
tions from County Road 21 to the 20th Side
Road from 9 p.m to shortly after 11:30 p.m.
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Phone 905-857-6626 or 1-888-557-6626
or email admin@caledoncitizen.com

406 VEHICLES 505 GENERAL
WANTED HELP WANTED 505 GENERAL HELP WANTED 612 AUCTIONS/FLEA MARKETS

WANTED: 2017 or old-
er F150. Super cab 4x4
5 litre engine. 6.5 box
with low km. Please
call 905-868- 6921.

WE PAY CASH for
scrap vehicles - any
size. We also buy
construction and farm
equipment. Open 7
days a week. Call
905-859-0817 (Peter)

610 FIREWOOD/
TREES

Seasoned Firewood
$395/Bush Cord.
Fresh cut
$325/Bush Cord.
Call 905-729-2303 or
705-440-6450
Truckloads of firewood
logs now available

SEASONED
FIREWOOD
647-237-5537
Face Cord $170
Bush Cord $500

Smaller amounts also available.
We deliver.
1153 Canal Rd,
Bradford, ON L3Z 4E2

ABATE RABBIT
PACKERS meat pro-
cessing facility from
Arthur  immediately
requires 16 Wholesale
and Retail Butchers
with @ minimum of 2
to 3 years of direct
hands on experience
in meat cutting and
processing. Duties in-
clude cutting and sec-
tioning of meat, skin-
ning and removing
blemishes, deboning
rabbits and chickens,
cutting meat into spe-
cialized cuts and pre-
paring for wholesale
and retail sales. HS
diploma or equivalent
required. Positions of-
fered are permanent
full time and salary
is $16.00/hr for 42.5
hrs a week, OT after
44 hrs a week. Please
apply in person at
7597 Jones Baseline
in Arthur, via email at
joea@abatepackers.
com, via fax at 1-519-
848-2793 or via phone
at 1-519-848-2107.

NOW HIRING

EXPERIENCED COUPLE
TO MANAGE private 66 acre
Schomberg/Nobleton Farm.
Position involves all aspects of
property maintenance, equipment

maintenance and care of 3 retired
horses. Newly renovated on site
residence and Salary commensurate
on experience. Reliable, nonsmoking
individuals with references.
905 859 6225

o
L

612 AUCTIONS/FLEA MARKETS

Kevin

McArthur - Bessey
Auctions

Farm, Livestock, Estate, Home & Business
Auctions with experience & consideration
Please contact us at
Kevin 519-942-0264 - Scott 519-843-5083
mcarthurbessey@gmail.com
www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur

Scott

NOW
HIRING

Cold Web Offset Printing

Positions available at MASTER WEB located
in Mississauga Ontario.

EXPERIENCED
Pressman/Presswoman
Wages starting at $26 - $35 per hour, Full Time
Permanent, Night shift, Benefits after 3 months

EXPERIENCED
Bindery Stitcher Operator
Wages starting at $24-$28 per hour,
Night shift, Part time, Benefit after 3 months

Please email resumes to:
antonina@masterwebinc.ca
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ADVERTISING RULES OF THIS NEWSPAPER

The advertiser agrees that the publisher shall not be liable for damages arising
out of errors in advertisements beyond the amount paid for the space actu-
ally occupied by the portion of the advertisement in which the error occurred,
whether such error is due to the negligence of its servants or otherwise, and
there shall be no liability for non-insertions of any advertisement beyond the
amount paid for such advertisement. All advertisers are asked to check their
advertisements after first insertion. We accept responsibility for only one in-
correct insertion unless notified immediately after publication. Errors which do
not lessen the value of the advertisement are not eligible for corrections by a
make-good advertisement. There shall be no liability for non-insertion of any
advertisement beyond the amount paid for such advertisement. We reserve the
right to edit, revise, classify or reject any advertisement.

Unfortunately deadlines do not allow us to take ads after 5:00 p.m. on Mon-
day. When there is a holiday Monday, the deadlines will be Friday at 5:00
p.m. All ads must be paid in advance by deadline or the ad will not run. WE
ACCEPT VISA, MASTERCARD, AND AMERICAN EXPRESS PAY-
MENTS OVER THE PHONE

DEADLINES

HOME OF THE 5% BUYERS PREMIUM

Kidd Family Auctions is calling all buyers and sellers!

601 ARTICLES WANTED

111 WANTED !!!

WE PAY FOR GOLF BALLS
Pay $0.15 to $0.40 per ball
Year Round! Pick-up available!
416-889-9365. Peter
NO MIN QTY OR NO MAX!!

602 ARTICLES FOR SALE

Grass fed/finished Angus
freezer beef for sale. Sides,

quarters and bundles.

Valleybrook Farm
905-460-4662,
blackcow@sympatico.ca

WITH 4000+ lots, this sale will be on fire!

The low 5% Buyers Premium and competitive selling
commission means more ‘bang’ for your buck! We are
here to chat if you have any questions.

This auction features Fishing and Hunting Gear,
Militaria and Collectibles, Firearms, Ammo, Brass &
Bullets, Vintage Publications, Edged Weapons, Bows,
Gun Parts, Reloading Tools and so much more.

In addition to the sought-after items listed above, this
auction will feature an outstanding Enfield Collection. Do you think
you have items of the same calibre?

DON'T MISS YOUR SHOT! CALL NOW. CONSIGN NOW.

“Join the fun and let us treat you like family too”
Call, text or email anytime! 519-288-2228
Lyn@kiddfamilyauctions.com

www.kiddfamilyauctions.com

602 ARTICLES FOR SALE 602 ARTICLES FOR SALE

Original Arathoon canvas for sale

For sale is “Pine on the Ridge”’ (Small Study) by
Canadian artist David Arathoon. It was created
in the 1990s and sold at a Caledon-based
charity auction. Frame measures 20” by 17.25”
and canvas is 11.5” by 8.5”. Valued at $450.
David Arathoon has achieved national success
with numerous solo and group exhibitions in
many private and public galleries, such as the
Hummingbird Center for the Performing Arts,
Toronto. Arathoon has been instrumental in
successful fundraising efforts with his original art
and limited edition prints. His prints have raised
over $100,000 for various charities. Asking
$300 obo. Email mpavilons@rogers.com

Please recycle this newspaper

Helen Lucas original for sale -
“The Holy Spirit”

For sale is a unique original painting by
renowned floral artist, the late Helen Lucas.
“Holy Spirit,” is an original acrylic on wood frame
piece that captures spirituality in a simple way,
through a dove. Created in 2017. The small set
of originals was meant to be printed as art cards
for a church fundraiser. Only 5-6 of these doves
exist (in different poses) so they are truly rare.
This is the only one of its kind. Measures 19.5”
by 23.5.” Lucas originals are quite valuable and
sought after. This is unlike anything else in her
collection. “... the Holy Spirit descended in a
bodily form, as a dove, upon him, and a voice
came out of heaven, Thou art my beloved Son;
in thee | am well pleased.” Asking $500. Email
mpavilons@rogers.com for more.

ADVERTISING LOCALLY
WORKS!

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL BUSINESSES!
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708 OBITUARIES 708 OBITUARIES

Gary Robert McCutcheon

With great sadness, Gary passed away unexpectedly at Southlake Regional Health Centre
on Tuesday January 21, 2025. Beloved husband of the late Susan (Wassink). Dear son of the
late Donald and Colleen McCutcheon. He is survived by his doting children Adam (Andrea) and
Meghan (Alexandre). Adored Popa to Eva and Emily. Sadly missed by siblings Judi, Paul, and
Mark. He was predeceased by siblings Donna (David) and David (Linda). Fondly remembered
by extended family and friends for his infectious laughter and boisterous conversations.

A celebration of life for Gary will be held Saturday, February 8, 2025 from 12:00 PM to 3:00
PM at Trisan Centre, 25 Dillane Dr, Schomberg, ON LOG 1TO0.

In lieu of flowers, contributions in Gary’s memory may be made to Southlake Regional
Health Centre Foundation, https://southlake.ca/foundation/about/donate

Every Detait Pemembered” | Dignity*

§
In loving memory of ‘Bernice Stinka

It is with deep sorrow that we announce
the passing of Bernice Stinka, aged 87
on January 12th, 2025. Beloved mother,
grandmother and friend, she touched
the lives of many with her kindness and
generosity. Born December 22nd, 1937,
Bernice lived a full and vibrant life, dedicated
to her family and community. She will be
remembered for her unwavering love,
wisdom and the joy she brought to those
around her.

Beloved wife of the late, Michael Stinka,
with whom she shared 54 wonderful years
of marriage. Loving mother of Mark (Kovel),
and the late Kevin. Sadly missed by her
grandchildren Christopher and Tristan.
Fondly remembered by her many brothers
and sisters.

She will be deeply missed and forever
cherished in our hearts. Arrangements
entrusted to Rod Abrams Funeral Home,
Tottenham. Online condolences and
memories may be left for the family at
www.RodAbramsFuneralHome.com

Pegg; “Ron” Ronald Lawrence

Ron Pegg was born in 1938 in Beeton, Ontario, Canada. He graduated from
Waterloo Lutheran University with a double major in History and English. He
taught secondary school for 34 years in Flesherton, Newmarket and Alliston.
He also was a lay minister for over 60 years.

He coached over 200 sports teams, resulting in several championships. He
was a life member of Ontario Baseball with over 50 years of service.

Ron dedicated his life wholeheartedly to his faith in Jesus, always willing to
share it with others. His unwavering devotion extended to his family, whom he cherished deeply,
and to the countless young people he mentored and inspired. As a believer and supporter of the
community, he selflessly gave his time and energy to making a positive impact on those around
him, leaving behind a legacy of love, faith, and service that will be remembered by all who had the
privilege of knowing him.

Ron was the beloved husband of 60 years to Cathy (née Williams). Loving father of Jamie (Tara) and
their children: Kaden, Torin, Gabriella, Joshua, Victoria, Chaim, Zadok, Nicklas, Madeline (Nollie),
all of Bracken, Saskatchewan, Rob (Angela), and their children: Daniel, Mia, Trenton, Landon, all of
Costa Mesa, California and Stacey (Joey) Alcala, and their daughters Isabella and Alexandrea, all of
Waxahachie, Texas. Dear brother of David (the late Louise) of Everett and brother-in-law of John
(the late Nancy) Williams of Alliston. Predeceased by parents Garnet and Pearl Pegg, sisters Bernice
(Joe) Jerry, Marian (Ed) Jerry and Norma (Elmer) Thompson.

The family received friends at Fawcett Funeral Cremation Reception, Flesherton on Monday,
February 3rd from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. and from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Funeral service was
held at the First Baptist Church, 116 Fergus Street North, Mount Forest, on Tuesday, February
4th at 1:30 p.m. Interment Alliston Union Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions to
the Flesherton Minor Baseball, International Christian Embassy Jerusalem, The Friendship Group
(First Baptist Church) or charity of your choice would be greatly appreciated. Online donations and
condolences at www.fawcettfuneralhome.ca

TO THAT PERSON,
led to believe took my
cat LUCKY, is asked
to please return her
safe and sound and
forthwith of course.

ALL JUNK
REMOVAL

BASEMENTS e YARDS
SMALL MOVES « 0DD JOBS

Very Reasonable Rates
Call to enquire:
905-832-9655
or, text pictures to:

416-876-2219

ADVERTISING
LOCALLY

703 LOST &
FOUND 804 SERVICES 808 STORAGE

GARAGES * GENERAL CLEAN-UPS

Clouthier: ‘William Stanley “Bill”

Peacefully at Matthews House Hospice Alliston,
surrounded by the love of his family, on January
27, 2025. Bill Clouthier at the age of 77 years,
cherished husband of the late Wendy Clouthier
(née: Morrison). Beloved father of Esmond
(Nicole), Cari Gionet (Eric), and Kevin (Laura).
Loving grandfather of Annabelle, Hannah, Olivia,
Ashley, Carson, and Benjamin. Predeceased by
his siblings Michael, Susie, Laurie, and Jack. Dear
brother-in-law to the Morrison Clan. Forever in
the hearts of his nieces, nephews, extended
family, and friends.

A Celebration of Bill’s Life will be held at Rod
Abrams Funeral Home, 1666 Tottenham Rd.,
Tottenham, 905-936-3477 in the Cliffside Hall,
on Saturday, February 8, 2025, from 1-4pm, with
Spoken Family Remembrances at 2pm.

In lieu of flowers, donations to Matthews
House Hospice or the Tottenham Legion Branch
#329 (25 Richmond Street, East, Tottenham
ON LOG1WO0) would be appreciated. To leave
expressions of sympathy and memories of Bill
please visit www.RodAbramsFuneralHome.com.

909 PERSONALS
STORAGE
AVAILABLE: If Drinking Has Become

a Problem We Can Help

416-487-5591
Or Call Toll Free in Ontario
1-877-404-5591

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
www.aatoronto.org

20 yard sea can con-
tainer for storage lo-
cated in Nobleton.
Safe location. For more
information, please call
905-859-0817

WORKS!

PLEASE

RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER

gieijdeman: Maria gohanna "Ria”

Peacefully passed away with her loving family
by her bedside, at her home in Tecumseth Pines
Tottenham, on January 31, 2025. Ria Heijdeman
(née: Beijnen) at the age of 84 years, beloved wife
of Robert Heijdeman. Loving mother of the late
Bianca. Dear sister of Helma Quinn-Leeman
(the late David Leeman). Remembered with
love by her nephew Free Spirit Quinn, and niece
Star of Peace Quinn (Michael Jackson). Fondly
remembered by her brother in law and sister in
law Petar Heijdeman, and Wenda Heijdeman.
Forever in the hearts of her extended family and
friends. Sadly missed by her furry friend Asher.

Cremation has taken place. A Memorial Mass will
be held in St. James Church Colgan, 2118 Adjala
Tecumseth Townline, Colgan on Wednesday,
February 12, 2025 at 11:00am. A reception will
immediately follow at Rod Abrams Funeral Home,
1666 Tottenham Rd., Tottenham 905-936-3477
in the Cliffside Hall. In Ria’s memory, donations
to Diabetes Canada would be appreciated.
Condolences and memories may be left for the
family at www.RodAbramsFuneralHome.com.

N\ r

710 CARDS OF THANKS

Raymond Rowley

A heartfelt thank you to all who sent flowers,
cards and donations to Matthew’s House and
attended the funeral for Raymond.

Your support and kindness have provided
great comfort to me.

Thanks to Rod Abrams Funeral Home and
staff for a wonderful job and for providing the
lovely lunch.

Also, | want to thank Matthew’s House for
taking such good care of Raymond. The staff
are wonderful.

Thanks to all of Raymond'’s friends for coming
to visit him when he was sick.

A big thank you to my 6 grandsons for
carrying Poppy to the grave.

Thank you to all.

Sincerely,

Edith Rowley, Sons Dave, John (Darlene) and
family.

720 CELEBRATION OF LIFE

John Gourley 1962 - 2024

A celebration of life will be held for
John at the Alliston Legion on
Sunday, March 16th from 1 - 4 pm.
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SUPPORT
LOCAL
SMALL

BUSINESS

* Pre-Spotting
+ Furniture Moving
Deodonzmg

i> THREE ROOMS $1 29

(Max. 150 sq ft.
+HST WITH COUPON

FU LL'STEAM
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
y LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED - 20+ YEARS OF SATISFIED CUSTOMERS |

| TF1-844-755-30470R416-709-3129 |

fullsteamcarpetcare.com e fullsteamcarpet@gmail.com

per room)

ICARPET CLEANING SPECIAL l

Z0TCoO

* Bonded & insured
* WSIB & CRA COMPLIANT
* 5 year warranty

NEWFENCE.CA

."'-'_'r"_
.I:f ! .i-..

.."“Of All Trades
RENOVATIONS MINOR REPAIRS
Residential/Commercial

7/05-816-0221

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES
e RESIDENTIAL
e COMMERCIAL 1 ,ﬁf‘_n
o INDUSTRIAL F 1\ 866-952-0146 .:t-_l. ]
INSTALLATIONS

| To 11 %
SERVICE  DELIVERY H

CARLING PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146 www.carlingpropane.ca

Carlmg Propane Inc
24 HOUR SERVICE /.

l RUE TEMP SOLUTIONS LTD.

HEATING & COOLING
Proudly Serving Alliston & Surrounding Area
TRUETEMPSOLUTIONS@OUTLOOK.COM (705) 440-3918

NEW TECUMSETH
RECYCLES!
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TEMPO ALUMINUM COMPANY LID.
%w Q@w&n xw@a&z{m

SIDING | SOFFIT | FASCIA
EAVESTROUGH

705-770-2290 - 416-889-0807

RW (:ontractmg / Home Improvements

Painting « Flooring
Dry Wall Work
Popcorn Ceiling Removal
Backsplashes « Basement Reno’s

705-435-9602

QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP
AT AN
HONEST
PRICE

CAPSTONE
RENOVATIONS

www.capstonereno.com
FULLY INSURED - FINANCING AVAILABLE

Kitchens ¢ Bathrooms ¢ Basements
Flooring & Tile ¢ Additions ® Decks
Gazebos ¢ Pergolas ® We do it all

Windows & Doors « Drywall / Drywall Repair
Tile, Vinyl & Laminate Flooring « Basements

Full Bathroom Renovations - Fences & Decks

647-290-1779  647-281-9992

705-440-3336

CARBONE
HOME RENOVATIONS

I TREVOR'S

AOOF AEPAIRS

CALL TII BIIIII( YOUR
SERVICE TODAY!

416-9522-7486

info@trevorsroofrepairs.com
www.trevorsroofrepairs.com

BEST/
AWARD

Full Roof Replacement * Repairs
Eavestrough - Soffit/Fascia
Insulation & More!

Tree Removal e Trimming e Stump Grinding
Land Clearing e Storm Damage e 24 hr Emergency Services

5 1 9'938'6996 branchmanagertreecare@gmail.com

~ 7’

If you are
reading this ad,
our advertising

works!

Barrie Simcoe
TREE SERVICE

Michael Miehm -
Owner/Operator

TO ADVERTISE CALL
519-278-1700

Free Estimates,
Certified Arborist
Fully Insured
Tree Removal, Trimming,
Hedging, Lot Clearing,
Residential and
Commercial

(705) 321-3507

N EW Friendly & professional serivce
Serving Simcoe County
TECUMSETH | oo
RECYCLES! | Tagms Tl

TO ADVERTISE, PLEASE CONTACT VICKI AT 1-519-278-1700 OR VICKI@LPCMEDIA.CA
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37 Young Street, Alliston 709-439-1409

27-33 PIECES
: 136 kg/31b
CHOOSE FROM &
| 7VARIETIES. s
— ; Sauc available,
- . Breaded Chicken
- Fu'.lv COOk?d Lo Fillets (XTI
Chicken Wings S | | 1525 PIECES 90747210
9 Ih. ey s — e $23.99 SAVE §10

Chicken Dip
4508

Potato Skins &
5-TPIECES 390 ¢

PizzaRolls-
JPIECES360¢  BPIECES 460 ¢
L99SAVES3 2 varieties

L‘nnrmet Double
Pepperoni

130-140 Hecesfsakg
$14.99 SAVE $11

BUY 1 50% OEE * MIULTI BUY x

GET 1 $4 each when you buy 2 or more

Fall Off the Bone® \r

Back Ribs
1FULL RACK OF mss

Regular price $5.49 each 2 Varieties

'.Il:ldi.an N 1 . 5 o [sauce
34" Sincluded
Party Pack™%" - A -

-32 PIECES
A\"‘ g

Korean Appetizer ?

~ Party Pack

24 21PIECES 462 g
"3 LIMITED TIME ONLY

Classic
Beef Stew

Classic
Chicken
Stew go7g

Philly Beef Steak<s ol | ¢ —a _ “Sirloir Bagf Meatballs
4 PORTIONS 336 ¢ 60-70 PIECES 907 ¢

Turkey Meatbal
78-83 PIECES 750

: N - g : g ; .eeseStlcks
Sticks - —e g ' ? 113-16 PIECES 4548

15-21 PIECES 454 ¢ ' / Regular price $14.99 each

ALWAYS ROOM FOR DESSERT
Mini 9“”"

Chocolate
Mousse
Cakes

6 PIECESNNNES
3005; B

12 PIECES,

i o : s ' ; EP[ECES&GI]&

To view the full flyer, scan the QR code
or go to mmfoodmarket.com

Want to earn even more savings on what you love? r 1 Pro
bkl . { gram terms and
1 N
Link with Journie Rewards and get more than ever before! dp conditions apply.

4 x| Visit
J o U R N I E Download & ; T journie.ca/ourprogram
REWARDS L —! link today! | 4. | for more details.

ALL PRICES IN EFFECT THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6 TO WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2025 UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

All discounted prices of products are exclusive to members of the M&M Food Market Rewards program. Simply present your membership card, or sign up for a free membership in store or online, to take advantage of these exclusive offers. M&M Food Market
Express and other non-traditional stores offer a limited range of products; therefore special pricing and promotions are not valid there. We reserve the right to correct any errors. *Trademark of Celiac Canada. Used under license.






